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body, but the dog was wiser and jumped into his favourite arm-chair and
listened from that vantage point.
Full of self pity he recalled his early struggling days again. He was
older now and in London, pacing the National Gallery, poor and shabby
and only able to enter on the free days! He said: "I, always on the heroic
plane in my thoughts, had two disgusting faults which I did not recognize
as faults because I could not help them. I was poor and shabby. And
because I could walk into the National Gallery on 'free5 days and enjoy
Michelangelo, because I could suffer more by hearing a movement of
Beethoven's Ninth Symphony taken at the wrong tempo, than a duchess
losing her diamond necklace, I was indifferent to the repulsive fact that
if I had fallen in love with the duchess I did not possess a morning suit.
That is why I am all out for the equality of income. The biological
argument is all-pervasive."
I suggested that the duchess might easily have fallen in love with him
just because of his cycling suit and pathetic poverty. This annoyed him.
"I could never have kept her in the kind of life she was accustomed to !"
"But surely you never held that you 'keep a wife' ?"
4'Well. I wanted to marry May Morris, but she was accustomed to a
way of life beyond my means."
6'Yet she married somebody much poorer than yourself, didn't she?"
"Yes. My possibility of future eminence was unlimited. I was already
an unsuccessful novelist with not a single novel accepted and therefore
an established genius frowned upon by the bourgeois publishers. What
did Readers like George Meredith and John Morley know about good
work? And as to May Morris, she knew too many geniuses to be taken
in by another."
"In that case then the devil proved a good friend and prevented a
disastrous marriage."
"I was foolish enough to believe that Woman did all the pursuing. I
did not think it necessary to say anything or make any sign at all. I had
no doubt that the thing was written on the sky for both of us, that all the
material obstacles would melt away and we would live happily ever
afterwards. I had to consummate or vanish. I vanished."
"If you had vanished it would have been all right, but you joined the
young married couple . ..."